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EXHIBIT: Native art

Continued from Page C1

Another young artist is Valerie
Cline, a Koyukon Athabascan
from Nulato who has also studied
art at UAF Her humorous
painting, “Attraction Diagram #
30,” depicts a couple, who have
positive and negative charges,
facing each other. The two are
connected by jumper cables to the
heads.

Among the old guard, Flanagan
includes Aleut artists John
Hoover, Alvin Amason and Fred
Anderson, and Inupiaq artists
Larry Ahvakana, Susie Bevins
and Joe and Ron Senungetuk.

Part of the fun of putting
together the show, said Carlo, was
not knowing what pieces the
artists would send. :

“You don’t know what you're
going to get until you open the
boxes,” she said.

While the term “contemporary
Native art” is difficult to define,
according to Flanagan one
consideration is its presentation.
Contemporary art may take a
different twist on a traditional
theme.

One example she pointed out is
the carved, cedar figures of
Hoover. His work includes the
traditional symbolism of a spirit
or inua inside the carvings. But in
“Salmon Woman,” the spirit
becomes the dominant part of the
carving.

“It is almost as if it is a reversal
of the trend,” she said.

Many of the pieces are
symbolic.  Bevins’  “Primal
Origins” is a carved wooden figure
mounted on aluminum with an
inlaid fossil ivory necklace. The
wooden figure has no arms, but
the aluminum behind it provides

the missing appendages.

According to a statement by
Bevins, she was inspired by the
ancient ivory carvings of the
Bering Sea from Eskimo cultures
as early as 200 A.D. The so-called
torso dolls, which lacked arms,
were engraved with geometric
patterns of straight or curved
lines.

“I believe that each person has
memories etched in their soul that
are inherited from their ancestors
in the form of artistic, spiritual’
and intuitive gifts like the DNA
record that each person carries,”
she wrote.

Bevins is an Inupiaq sculptor
from Barrow, who now lives in

Anchorage.
In contrast to the more
traditional  pieces, Amason'

provides whimsical paintings of
animals, with attached wooden
elements and inventive titles. His
colorful 3-D painting of an'
oystercatcher with a soulful look,.
is titled, “Sometimes I Almost’
Stop My Breathing When I Think:
How Much I Love You.” A
painting of a doleful moose is
titled, “I'm a Long Ways From
Over You.” ,

Also included in the exhibit are’
large black-and-white.
photographs taken by Dennis
Witmer at Selawik. Most are
portraits of elders taken at the:
July 4 celebration in 1990. Witmer:
worked as a biologist in the area.,
The exhibit is dedicated to elders
in the photographs who have since-

. died.

The exhibit will remain up-
until Sept. 7. Gallery hours are 11
am. to 6 pm. Tuesday to
Saturday.



