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ART HOUSE FLOWERS
 
UN M STUD E NTS OPE N 

A RT S PACE W ORT H Y OF" 

A NY SER I OU S A R T I S TE 

P L ()I f) ~ nndsl ory: SIf: p ll;l n le v.; 

D eep in the So uth Valley, 
where every Su nday the 
walls vibrate wit h "ha llc­

luj ahs" fro m New Life Mlnl sHies 
next door, two roommates have 
transformed a run -down bu il di ng 
in to a nat any artist wou ld d roo l 
over. Th ey' re cal ling it Site 2"1 /21, 
and it 's Alb uquerqu e's newest aft 
space. 

"When we fi rst moved In we 
we re think ing, 'galle ry,'" sa id Da­
Ka-Xeen Meh ner, who, along 
with h is roommate and "p artn er 
in ar t" Jon McConville decided to 
open Site 21/2 1. The na me comes 
fro m an adm irat ion o f O HSile, an 
a rl space in Santa Fe, and th e 
nu m ber ad d ress of th e ir bulldt ng, 
2121 Isleta NW . Acco rd ing to 
Me h ne r, a UNM a rt stud io 
student, ir' s a lso a play o n 20120 
vtsto n . 

Meh ner, 24, was born In 
Fairbanks, Alaska , and moved to 
Sa nta Fe In 1990 to a tte nd the 
Institut e of Ame rican Ind ian Arts . 
There he me t McCo'nvi lle, 24, a 
Wa shi ngto n nati ve raised 111 
Boise, Idaho. After grad ua t ing 
from the Inst itu te In 1992. 
Me h ner len Io r Oakland and 
McConville moved \0 Chicago . 
Th ey kept in touch and, a fter 
agreeing tha t big city Hving was nea rby Alber tson s supermarket. 
too expensive, both moved to " II'S defin ite ly been a lea rn ing 
Albuquerque .where they fou nd ­ experience," McConville sa id . 
the ir cu rrent home for $400 a "We actually though t we 'd be 
mo nth . able to sand th e floors down In 

McConville says they had one hou r. Well , th ree week s and 
ongmally plan ned on opening a $300 later , we fin ished it, right 
com c shop/a rt space, "We wan ted be fore 'rhanksgrvtng whe n a ll o u r 
a ptace wit h artwo rk yo u could rela tives were comi ng ." 
dri nk a round, sm oke a rou nd and The roommates have come to 
lall ~h a round," he exp lained . appreciate w hat th ey des cr ibe as a 

When McCo nvill e looked In to sense of co mm u nity in the Sou th 
how m uch mon ey it wo u ld cost , Valley. Acco rd ing to Mehn er and 
he reali zed iI could n' t be done McCo nville, resid ents will bu y 
a lo ne and the th ou gh t o r ple asing groceri es at the fruit s to re down 
Inve sto rs was not appea ling and the stre et ra ther than shop at 
involved too mu ch pressure . Albe rtso ns. HI real ly enjoy th e 
Now . Site 2 J/ 21 Is simply an a rt Sout h Valley : ' Meh ner sa id . " I've 
space rewa rdi ng enough for th e met a lo t of the neighbors and 
roommates. " We' re do ing som e­ they seem reall y excited abo ut 
rhtn g that we love, so mething wha t we a rc do ing ." 
that we think about cons ta n tly," From antsuc and economic 
McConville said, "because we stand po ints, il' s filli ng tha t Site 
can. ' 21/21 shou ld sp rou t ou t o r th is·S lte 21/2 1 is not a con ven a rea. 

tio na I do wn to wn or Old "Eve ryth ing in ar t has go tte n so 
Tow n gnucry.tt sits a long fluffy," McCo nvil le explai ned . 

a ro ad In a poor pa ri o f "The re' s a p reten sion thai needs 
Al buqu er que. Mehne r and to be broken do wn . The art 
Mcc onvi lleco ntended with mice openings here seem mo re rigid 
an d rotting woo d when the y first and (o rtual th an i ll Sa n ta Fewhere 
moved into the building. " It was there 's a fiesta-type excitement. 
like ca mping In a pn,' McConville For tIS, it' s about doing wo rk for 
said . It look them a week and a the community. We want 10 
1J;)1r to bu ild a bath roo m fo r mak e It mo re coh esive. It's wo rk 
the mselves. In th e m ean ti m e they thai's raw . It' s about putt ing a 
had to me th e restroom ill a whole bu nch or sluff toget her ," 
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Meh ner and McConville say 
th ey plan to tu rn the wall along 
th e o utside o f the bu ilding Int o 
a n area where spray pnlnt aru u s 
have Cree, reign. They have a lso 
though t abo u t de sign ing and 
building- benches to be put 
a round the Sout h Valley . Me hner 
and McConvi lle added they 
would like to beco me mo re 
invol ved with th e comm un ity by 
o fferl ng free workshops fo r 
child ren . Kit Carson Elementary, 
Ernie Pyle Midd le School and Rio 
Grande High Sch oo l a re clo se 10 
Site 2I/2 \. 

UNM Art Studio major Chris 
Monto ya says he thinks SHe 21/ 
21 is a good Idea . "Albuque rque 
doesn 't ha ve th e tool s to learn 
about contem porary a rt that th e 
la rge r cities have: loo k at th e Lo s 
Angel es County Museu m or the 
Chicago Art In stitu te. Th eir (Site 
21/2 1'sj inte ntions a re good , We 
need a place wh ere we can exh ib it 
bes ides the ASA Gallery o n 
campus. we aren 't pro fessionals 
and we do n't have experience, so 
this would be benerlclal," he said , 

McCo nvillesays heand Mehner 
are no t in it for the money. "Some 
people w ill pay S125,000 for an 
a rtwork , How can yo u lak e 
anything sc rto us ty at tha t poi n t? 
How Can yOll reel conn ected to 
the work ? lr 's important 10 be 
able to co n nect," h e added . 

A ccor ding 10 Me hner, the re 
is a diff e rence betw een 
ga llerie s and art spaces. " I 

' th in k Ir's economics. A gallery is 
specially se t up to make mo ney 
on sa les, " he said. "An art space ls 
devoted to work that normall y 
woul d n' t be sh own , They ' re not 
as interested in se lling than in 
showing." 

McConvi lle says the y hav e 
chosen a JS% com mi ssion on uie 
wor ks sold in their space as 
opposed to th e SO% co nun u ston 
no rmall y take n by galleries . He 
adds rha: aftcr Slte 21/2 t IlC1S been 
open for il few mo n ths, he 'd be 
Intere sted in making it luto ,1110n· 

profit o rgim il .l t io ll and apply fo r 
gran tv. Il l' added that they'd JI50 
like In ~ " I' <l ll d 

"we have (d lll ;l ~ i c" or the 

c hu rch leaving so we Ci10 build 
more studio space'," McColl ville 
sa id o f the mi n islry ne xt door. 
"They play guitars and you C,1n 
hea r th em screami ng ' In ll cl \l j:lI1'. 
The y use a microphone even 
though the re mu st be 2S people 
Sing ing." "They' re no t r-....en 
sing ing well, " Mehner added . 

Site 21/2 1 will have us nrst 
openi ng Oct lOat7p. m. Sitr 2 1/ 
21will be open Thursday Ihrol lgll 
Sunday, flonl 11 3. rn. lO S p .lIl . o r 
by appoin tu -. nt. Thelisto ra ll ist\ 
showin g the first month is 

ten tati ve, but will include Michael 
Luja n, Katja Sach se " lid Ann e 
Ha rrts. Meh ne r savs ttu-v h ave 
been approaching ~r li _~ t" 10 show 
work rath er than haviuu arusis 
come 10 them. Me h ner addedthat 
he and McConville will do so 
unl it the y ha ve a bett e r sense of 
the artistic com mu ni ty. 

"It 's been very t rying, but also a 
lot o f fun ," Mehner said . " I 
o cri nit ely reel n er vo u s, " 
McConville added. "l! ' .. kmd of 
exciti ng. H it rail s, J Ill"}' ne ver 
come out o r my roo m." 
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