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a rotating colored light powered by a Site 2121 provides a mark-making.
 
long, orange extension cord. An in­ Ambrosino thinks that there aren't
 home for the misfits ofstallation in a chapel-likeroom uses a enough places like Site 21/21 . 
bed made ofweathered wood scraps, the local art scene ­ "I live up in Santa Fe and there is 
a tinybaby nightgown and an em­
broidered familyphoto.A trioofirons 
hangson the wall withvarious lengths 
of hair -s- blond, brunette and red­
falling from their flat side. 

The .gallery even shows an artist 
whosemedium is squid. 

This kind-of work - as well as 
work even stranger- needs a home, 
McConville said. 

"Our feeling was that if they were 
doingmainstream work then they 
could' easily find another place to 
show," he said, 

And.there.are a lot of people mak­
ing this kind of work. But that wasn't 
the initial reason McConville and co- . 
director Daka Mehner rented the 
space threeyears ago. It was cheap­
$40a a-month-and the two 25-year­
old conceptual artists wanted studios, 
They lived -:- and still do - in the 
back. . 

Then they.got noble. They decided 
to create a space where artists like 
themselves -could show . Over the 
courseof ayear, they sanded,rewired, 
pounded andpununeled thestorefront 
into a gallery space, The gallery will 
have been open a year-this October. 
"W~ opened this knowing that it 

wouldn't beself-sufficient," said Me­
Convilleofthe all-volunteer gallery. 
To pay the-bills, they work otherjobs. 
McConVille is a bartender in SantaFe. 
Mehner 'works construction. And 
SabraSowel],who joined the team in 
December; makes jewelry and works 
banquet serviceat the DoubletreeHo­
tel. . 

"We are .not pretending to be art 
dealers, " Mcconville said. "Artists 
can show their work here ,. . and the 
more we show, the more we generate 
criticism and dialogue, the more pro­

. -. . ..... . 

artists whose work would ' 
make your guests squirm 
if you hung it over your 
sofa. 

ductive we are. And the better the 
work gets." , 

In addition to providinga space for 
some of the misfits of the art world, 
theyalsowork with SouthValleykids 
to refocus their energies in positive 
ways. Like through art. 

"We're just trying to give back to 
the community we live in," Mc­
Conville said. 

It's likea modem-dayFrenchsalon, 
a placewherethecommunitymeets to 
leam and to discuss the new frontiers 
of art. 

"A huge part of the art world is 
dominated by a preoccupation with 
money and politics ," said Jessica 
Brommer, whose show ofpaintings, 
sculptu res and drawings called 
"Creeps" opens tonightat Site 21/21. 

"It's difficult to break in." 
Brommer's isan agitatingcollection 

of work thatpeers into thedark sideof 
human personality. She peeks at bul­
lies, gangs, liars and other unsavory 
sortsthroughmacabremarionettes, in­
timate little drawings and intensely 
personal paintings. 

Painter Guy Ambrosino, whose 
"Presence!Absence" also opens there 
tonight,wanders intodifferentterrito­
ry, Showing some paintings, photo­
graphic transparencies and ink and 
graphite drawings on vellum, he ex­

less here than . . . in Albuquerque, in 
general. It's just full of commodity ­
based galleries that are not willing to i 

take risks. Site 21121 and (Santa Fe's) ; 
Offsiteare notaboutpackagingsome- ! 

thing on the wall." . 
Instead,alternativespaces tackleis- I 

sues. That's why Ambrosino shows ; 
his work there. 1 

Ambrosino had been represented by i 
a Santa Fe gallery, but he decided to \ 
leave it earlier this year. "I decided I I 
wantedto show work in a gallerywith \ 
artiststhat dealtwithmorethingsthan J 
just aesthetics." 1 

Plus, there's the exposure. It brings: 
attention fromgallerieswith morees- 'I' 
tablished reputations and paying pa- ' 
trons to work that is less easily pack- , 
aged, and thus generallylesssaleable. i 

"I feel that I have been able to pur- '.. 
sue my work with more integrity(be- ;' 
cause of these galleries)," "Creeps" \ 
artistBrommer said."I haven't had to .; 
go downand beat on gallerydoorsand .1 

beg them to show my work. I COUld ; 
I 

just do my work." ;. 
, But it'salonely thingto bean artist,.; 
Sowell said. "It's important to share l 

with other people and nice to be able] 
to generate that forsomeone else." i 

McConville, Mehner and Sowell's ;
 
master plan is to eventually buy the i
 
property, create a community studio ;
 
and shop stocked with tools. .
 

And a coffee shop. Everybody :
 
wants a coffee shop. :
 

"But we'd have to do skylightsand ' 
everything," McConville said. "But : 
that's not a problem. I'm just not sure : 
when any of it will happen." ; 

Also, they'd likejust to be artists. 
"Ultimately," McConville said, : 

plores an inner dialogue with layered , "none ofus wants to be workingoth- . 
images, repeated text and ghostlike e'rjobs." , 


